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From high unemployment to large bonuses for Wall Street bankers, recent events have 

left voters angry and extremely pessimistic about the direction of the country and their state.  
This discontent has created a mood that is decidedly anti-Congress and anti-incumbent.  
California’s 44th Congressional district, which encompasses parts of Riverside and Orange 
counties, is no exception, as long-time Congressman Ken Calvert is vulnerable and faces a 
serious challenge from Democrat Bill Hedrick.  Specifically, more voters currently say 
they would vote for someone else than re-elect Calvert to Congress.  Furthermore, after 
learning more information about both candidates, they move away from Calvert and toward Bill 
Hedrick in large numbers. 
 
Calvert is in Trouble 

 
In a district that Ken Calvert has represented for 17 years, a plurality of voters already 

wants to see someone else represent them in Congress.  In a sign of the difficulty for 
incumbents and Calvert in particular, less than two in five voters (38%) expresses a desire 
to re-elect Calvert, with a meager 14% indicating that they will definitely re-elect Calvert.  
Conversely, more than two out of five voters (41%) indicated they will vote for someone else, 
with more than half of those voters definitely supporting another candidate (22%).  With one out 
of five voters (22%) saying it depends on the candidate, that leaves nearly two-thirds of voters 
(62%) not supporting the incumbent. 
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Voters express doubts about re-electing Ken Calvert
Understanding that the election for Congress is a long way off, do you think you will definitely 
vote to re-elect Ken Calvert to Congress, probably vote to re-elect Ken Calvert, probably vote 

for someone else, or definitely vote for someone else?

Re-elect Calvert

Vote for someone 
else

Undecided

Re-elect –
Someone 

else:
- 3

 



California’s 44 th Congressional District Survey Results   
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Major Shift in Support Away from Calvert and Toward  Hedrick 
 
In the horserace question, less than half of voters (49%) indicate support for Calvert, 

while 35% favor Democrat Bill Hedrick and 16% are undecided.  Traditionally, support below 
50% signals trouble for an incumbent, as is the case for Calvert.  The relatively large 
number of undecided voters also leaves an opening for Hedrick.   
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Initial and Informed Vote: Voters Move Toward Hedri ck
If the election for U.S. Congress were held today and the candidates were Congressman Ken 

Calvert, the Republican, and Educator Bill Hedrick, the Democrat, for who would you vote?

Bill Hedrick

Ken Calvert
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Initial Vote Vote after Information

 
With Bill Hedrick within striking distance, the 2010 Congressional race in the 44th District 

is gearing up to be very competitive.  After voters hear more information—positive and 
negative—about both candidates, they move away from Calvert and toward Hedrick in 
significant numbers.  Democrat Hedrick leads in the final vote by a 3-point margin (41% Hedrick 
– 38% Calvert – 21% undecided).  The net 17-point shift from the initial to final vote is 
indicative of voter dislike of incumbent Calvert and the potential for Bill Hedrick.   

 
While the poll gave both positive and negative information about both candidates, the 

survey found that voters move away from Calvert because they are greatly disturbed by his 
record on corruption.  Specifically: 

• Calvert was named one of Congress’ most corrupt members by the non-partisan group 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW); 

• Calvert engineered a no-bid land deal from a public agency that enriched himself and his 
business partners; 

• Calvert has a history of using taxpayer funds for his own personal profit, including 
directing earmarks to increase the value of property he owned. 

 
Voters are fed up with politics as usual, and Calvert faces an extremely challenging 

climate given his record of corruption and voter frustration with the status quo, which opens the 
door for Democrat Bill Hedrick.   

Methodology 
 

From January 28 – February 1, 2010 Tulchin Research conducted a telephone survey among 400 likely 
November 2010 voters in California’s 44th Congressional district.  The margin of error is +/- 4.9 
percentage points.  


